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Over the past century, Aunt Kathleen has
been a public servant in the State Liquor De-
partment and Hamilton County Juvenile Sher-
iff's Department. She has been a ballet teach-
er to a generation of young dancers in Cin-
cinnati. She has been a proud supporter of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians, and a faithful pa-
rishioner at Holy Cross-Immaculata. She has
been the loving mother of seven children,
grandmother of 21, and great-grandmother of
36.

Though she was born ten years before
women in America had the right to vote, Aunt
Kathleen has her whole life embraced and
extolled the importance of civic involvement.
Whether working the polls or attending presi-
dential inaugurations, advocating to save Cin-
cinnati’s streetcars or offering her own brand
of political advice, Kathleen remains an exam-
ple of the sort of concerned and active citizen-
ship we too seldom see. As a public servant,
| draw inspiration from her undimmed interest
in governance and community.

We can be certain in coming weeks to see
Aunt Kathleen at the Immaculata church fes-
tival or making the rounds at the Delhi Senior
Center. And so, on her 100th birthday, we not
only reflect on her life’s journey thus far, but
we look forward to the days ahead.

Happy birthday, Aunt Kathleen.

——————
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Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate a storied institution
of faith in the Third Congressional District.
This year, Saint John’s African Methodist Epis-
copal (A.M.E.) Church is celebrating its 170th
anniversary, and | would like to highlight some
moments from the history of the church and its
contribution to our community.

St. John’s was organized in 1840 within the
old Cumberland Street Methodist Episcopal
Church in Norfolk. The land where the church
now stands was purchased for just $450 in
1848. The church disconnected from the
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1863 and was
formally received into the African Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1864. Elder John M.
Brown was the Church’s first pastor.

The church grew rapidly. Additional land to
erect a parsonage was bought in 1865, and
the church was enlarged twice between 1868
and 1888. In 1888, the present church building
on Bute Street was erected. St. John’s exterior
has stood nearly unchanged since then.

St. John’s flourished in Norfolk during the
turn of the century. The church was the first
African-American congregation in Norfolk to in-
stall a pipe organ. The parsonage was com-
pleted, and in 1908 St. John’s had reached
such a level of prominence as to host the
General Conference of the entire African
Methodist Episcopal Church.

St. John’s continued to grow in the early
twentieth century. Its membership grew to
over 1000, and two new churches grew from
it. This rapid growth helped the church burn its
mortgage after just 46 years in 1915. Along
with its internal growth, St. John’s was also
active in the community. The church estab-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

lished the first African-American Boy Scout
Troop in Norfolk in 1930 and the first African-
American Girl Scout Troop in 1935.

The growth of St. John’s in the second half
of the century mirrored our country’s growth.
The church building underwent a massive ren-
ovation in 1956. The church’s growth helped it
to pay off the mortgage of the parsonage, in-
stall air conditioning, and buy buses, pianos,
organs and robes for new choirs.

Over the last 25 years, St. John’s has con-
tinued to both grow and stay relevant in the
community. The church has started many new
ministries to address the needs of both its
members and its Downtown Norfolk neighbor-
hood. An education building conceived earlier
was finally built, and the church created a So-
cial Service Outreach Program, the Hope Out-
reach Ministry, and the Medical and Wellness
Ministry. In 1986, St. John’s A.M.E. was reg-
istered as a Virginia Historic Landmark. St.
John’s has taken care to develop programs for
the next generation of its members, recently
revitalizing its Children’s Choir, and estab-
lishing both a Nursery and Young Adult Choir.

St. John’s has had numerous pastors over
its history, and many members have left St.
John’s to enter the priesthood and to preside
over congregations of their own. In addition to
First Pastor Rev. Brown, a selected list of pas-
tors includes: Rev. W.D. Cook; Rev. J.R.
Johnson; Rev. Walter L. Hildebrand; Rev. A.R.
Powell; Rev. Walter C. Davis; Rev. L.W.
Knight, Sr.; Rev. Larry S. Hinton; and the cur-
rent pastor, Rev. John D. Burton.

As St. John’s gathers to celebrate this his-
toric milestone, the church can truly remember
its past, celebrate its present, and focus on
the future knowing in the words of Rev. Burton
that “Everything is going to be alright!” | would
like to congratulate Rev. Burton and all of the
members of Saint John’s African Methodist
Episcopal Church on the occasion of their
170th anniversary.

—————
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, July
2010 marks the 50th Anniversary of Nelle
Harper Lee’s novel “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

First published on July 11, 1960, “To Kill a
Mockingbird” has since sold over 30 million
copies and has been published in over 40 lan-
guages.

During the past 50 years the world has seen
many changes but one thing still remains con-
stant—"To Kill a Mockingbird”, the novel that
inspired children and adults in 1961 is still in-
spiring a new generation of children and
adults today. Few novels have such timeless
and universal appeal.

“To Kill a Mockingbird” has received numer-
ous awards including the Pulitzer Prize in
1960 and the film adaptation received three
Academy Awards and three Golden Globe
Awards in 1962.

The Mockingbird Players, an amateur the-
ater group, perform the dramatization of “To
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Kill a Mockingbird” every April and May in
Monroeville, Alabama, Lee’s hometown. The
players have performed at both home and
abroad including performances in Chicago,
Washington, D.C., the United Kingdom and
Israel.

One of the novels best known quotes is,
“Lawyers, | suppose, were children once.”
This quote and her character, Atticus Finch,
have inspired lawyers for the past 50 years,
including myself.

For those who have read “To Kill a Mock-
ingbird” you may remember Scout’s first grade
teacher was Miss Caroline Fisher. On Scout’s
first day at school, Miss Caroline Fisher intro-
duced herself proudly saying, “I am Caroline
Fisher. | am from North Alabama, from Win-
ston County.” Being born and raised in Win-
ston County, which is a small rural county in
North Alabama. | remember being surprised to
see my home county mentioned as | first read
the book as a law student at Samford Univer-
sity’s Cumberland School of Law. From that
day forward “To Kill a Mockingbird” has been
a favorite of mine, not only because my home
county was mentioned but most importantly
because the message the book articulates.

Nelle, as she is affectionately known by her
friends, was awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom on November 5, 2007 by Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

Besides “To Kill a Mockingbird,” Lee also
penned “Christmas to Me” and “When Chil-
dren Discover America” for McCall’'s Magazine
in the 1960s.

Miss Lee is a national treasure and | am
proud to cosponsor and vote for Mr. BONNER’s
resolution, H. Res. 1525, honoring the 50th
anniversary of “To Kill a Mockingbird.”

———
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Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of the 2010 National
Scout Jamboree that concluded at Fort A.P.
Hill, near Fredericksburg. Thousands upon
thousands of Boy Scouts, Troop masters, and
other staff and family descended on the great-
er DC area to join together and celebrate the
100th Anniversary of the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica.

Madam Speaker, the Boy Scouts of America
make positive contributions in every commu-
nity around the United States. Boy Scouts vol-
unteer many hours to improve their commu-
nities, enhance the environment, and help
those in need. In their dedication to service to
others, Scouts never shy away from a chal-
lenge.

| trust the Jamboree that just concluded was
a successful and joyous one, Madam Speak-
er. The Boy Scouts of America, as an organi-
zation, has a lot to be proud of and celebrate.
Every former and current Scout should be
proud of their contributions to humanity and
their community. The Jamboree encouraged
participants to “Be Prepared” as they antici-
pate the challenges of life and continue to act
as leaders at home and school. Ultimately,
Madam Speaker, the Jamboree “Inspire[d]
every participant to return to their home, troop,
chartered organization, and community telling




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-11T11:26:41-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




